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When Larkin Street launched our $10 million Growth 
Campaign, we promised to give young people experiencing 
homelessness more opportunity to achieve a permanent 
pathway off the streets. 

This Campaign is part of a strategic shift in our work with young people. More than 
ever, Larkin Street aims not just to interrupt homelessness, but to end it.

To, date, we’ve raised more than $9.5 million of our $10 million campaign 
goal, and we’re asking for your help to cap it off!
 
We’re already on the cusp of this achievement thanks to an anonymous donor who 
has agreed to match every new or increased donation to our Growth Campaign, 
up to $300,000! That’s a dollar-for-dollar match, doubling your contribution to our 
work! The only catch – we must receive your gift by June 30.

Thanks to the donations we’ve already received, we’ve enhanced, expanded 
and deepened our work. Outcomes include: 

• A nearly 80% increase in education enrollments 
among our young clients

• Double the number of young people hired into living 
wage jobs

• A $10 million expansion in statewide resources for 
homeless youth as a result of our policy work

• Increased staff salaries, updated technology, and 
renovated facilities, including our new headquarters 
and service hub at 134 Golden Gate Ave.

During a time of great uncertainty, we are committed to ensuring that our 
young people are cared for – no matter what. Double your impact on this 
issue today by making a gift to our Growth Campaign!

To donate, visit larkinstreetyouth.org/growth or 
use the enclosed envelope (please specify “To 
Growth Campaign”). Remember, donations must 
be postmarked by June 30 to have your generosity 
matched. Thank you!
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DOUBLE
YOUR 

IMPACT
BY DONATING TO OUR 

GROWTH CAMPAIGN TODAY!
The mission of Larkin Street Youth Services is to create a continuum of services that inspires youth 
to move beyond the street. We will nurture potential, promote dignity, and support bold steps by all.

A Message
FROM SHERILYN

Dear Friends, 

Spring is a time of anticipation: from warmer weather to upcoming graduations. This year, 
we’re also anticipating significant social, economic and political changes.

Many of you have asked recently how the President’s proposed discretionary budget will 
affect our work. The truth is, we don’t know yet. For example, Congress typically makes 
changes to the President’s proposal, while mandatory government spending is determined by 
existing laws.

How this plays out could have dramatic impacts on Larkin Street and our young people, 
whether directly, through cuts to HUD or other federal departments, or indirectly, if there are 
changes to health care options, for example. 

Despite our deep concerns, we will not be deterred from our work to end youth 
homelessness. We’ll move forward as we always have, working closely with 
federal, state and city allies to mitigate the impact of any reductions.

We will keep you posted as updates are available – be sure to connect with us via email for 
the latest. 

As always, we focus on hope – and I’m happy to share there are several things that make me 
hopeful in this newsletter! For one, the $2.9 million Homeless Youth Demonstration Project 
grant for San Francisco from HUD (page 5), which is not at risk under the proposed federal 
budget. We’ve also held many amazing events over the last several months that have raised 
funds and friends for Larkin Street (photos on pages five and six).

In times of uncertainty, we rely on all of you more than ever, and we’re never 
disappointed. Recently, a generous member of the Larkin Street community 
offered to match every donation to our Growth Campaign, up to $300,000! 
More info on this chance to double your impact can be found on the next page. 

You can trust that Larkin Street will keep working hard for the young people of San Francisco 
and beyond. We believe that every young person deserves the same things we want for 
ourselves and our children – a safe place to live, happiness, health and meaningful work. 
Larkin Street’s model to end youth homelessness, through comprehensive housing, health, 
wellness, education and employment training – is proven: three out of four young people who 
complete our intensive programs leave street life. Read on for highlights of our recent work. 

Thank you for your support of Larkin Street, now and in the future.

Sincerely, 

Sherilyn Adams, Executive Director
Larkin Street Youth Services
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Finding an apartment in the Bay Area is a 
challenge under the best of circumstances. 
Now, imagine facing that process without credit history, 
a down payment or help moving from friends and family. 
Given that’s the situation of many young people who’ve 
experienced homelessness, we launched Pathways, a new 
program that provides rental subsidies, furniture, moving 
and leasing help as well as life skills to young people at 
Larkin Street.

Since we’re focused on ending youth homelessness rather 
than interrupting it, this kind of transitional housing is an 
important new offering in our continuum of services. For 
many young people, their first step towards leaving street 
life is visiting one of our drop-in centers or shelters. There, 
they work with our case managers to develop a plan to 
find stable housing, often leading to one of our supportive 
housing programs with on-site counselors, education and 
employment programs. Pathways helps them take the next 
step in finding an apartment of their own, but with support 
from Larkin Street in navigating the signing of a lease, and 
in the form of a monthly rental subsidy.

Thank you Winter 
Festival volunteers!

The real experts on 
young peoples’ needs
Our staff members, while extremely knowledgeable and well-trained, are not the experts on the lives and 
needs of young people. Young people themselves are the experts.

Our Youth Advisory Board is one way we bring young people’s voices directly into the decisions that affect 
them here at Larkin Street. As a leadership and advocacy program, the Youth Advisory Board provides 
valuable experience to young people, while increasing their expertise and informing our programs and policies. 
The Board is growing, with five strong advocates graduating last year and now a dynamic new 12-member 
cohort taking over.

The need for programs that focus on youth expertise and leadership development is clear: each year we 
have more applicants than available spaces. In this year’s selection process, Youth Advisory Board alumni, 
alongside Board Coordinator Allie Cannington, co-led efforts to choose the new members. The continued 
support of Youth Advisory Board alumni reiterates the power of peer-to-peer leadership.

Since young people are the experts on their lives, Larkin Street is committed to finding a way to empower their 
voices and support their lifelong ability to advocate for themselves.

As this new cohort progresses, be on the lookout for Youth Advisory Board projects, recommendations and 
accomplishments!

A final step towards 
independence: Pathways

An innovative aspect of the program is that our young 
people gradually take over full responsibility for their 
rent, working with our case managers to increase their 
income and manage a budget as they taper off the rental 
subsidy. Meanwhile, our staff communicates with potential 
landlords about how the program works, making landlords 
more likely to rent to a first-time tenant. Youth sign the 
lease themselves, building good rental and credit history 
as they pay their bills in a timely fashion.

Currently, 27 young people are accessing Pathways 
rental subsidies and life skills training while living in an 
apartment of their own in San Francisco or the East Bay. 
We’re so proud of these young people for renting and 
maintaining their first apartments and wish them continued 
well-being.
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Our annual Winter Festival is one of our favorite events of the year, and this 
December was no exception.

More than 100 young people joined us for a sit-down dinner celebrating the winter 
holidays, followed by dessert, activities and gifts! We had a cookie-decorating station, 
music, and special guests Very Fairy Hair offering “fairy hair” makeovers including 
sound and energy healings. Our superstar chef, Miss Michelle, served up a multi-
course meal including a garden salad, turkey, ham, stuffing, yams, collard greens and 
mashed potatoes followed by four different kinds of pie, with ice cream, of course.

Thanks to all our volunteers, staff, donors and sponsors for making this day so 
special! We’re especially grateful to our friends at CityPak for helping us gift a 
backpack filled with supplies to every young person at the event. 

If you’d like to get involved with future holiday celebrations at Larkin Street, 
email us at volunteers@larkinstreetyouth.org!
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Happy Volunteer Appreciation Month!
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Larkin Street Golf Tournament
OCTOBER 24, 2016

Braving chilly weather at the beautiful Lake Merced Golf Club, golfers 
raised over $65,000 in our sixth annual tournament. One golfer, Lester 
Robbins, even hit a hole-in-one, winning a brand-new Audi A4, courtesy 
of Royal Automotive! Thank you to title sponsors Fusion Storm and Dell 
Partner Direct.

_________________________________________________________

Friends of Larkin Street Ice Skating Party
DECEMBER 8, 2016

Our young professionals group, Friends of Larkin Street, hosted their 
seventh annual party to raise funds and awareness for Larkin Street 
at Justin Herman Plaza. Guests enjoyed ice skating, holiday games, a 
DJ and refreshments while Christmas ornaments decorated by young 
people from Larkin Street were available for purchase. Thank you to 
event sponsors PwC, Sharp and Vintage Fiesta.
_________________________________________________________

Tech in the City
FEBRUARY 9, 2017

The first Tech in the City of 2017 was terrific! A packed house piled 
into the Microsoft Reactor space in SOMA to hear panelists including 
Liz Rockett (Director, Kaiser Permanente Ventures), Alejandro Foung 
(Founder/CEO, Lantern), Tyrone Anderson (Head of Client Success, 
Collective Health) and Dr. Scott Hammond (UCSF Center for Digital 
Health Innovation) discuss the present and future of health tech. 

This year was even better than we could have 
imagined. Our two youth speakers, Ameer Acker 
and Stephanie Monroe, who were recognized with 
our “Going the Distance” award, inspired us all with 
their courage and resilience. Our wonderful emcee 
Renel Brooks-Moon wowed us with her energy and 
enthusiasm, and our honoree, former San Francisco 
Giant Jeremy Affeldt, gave a powerful speech that 
cemented the importance of caring for those in our 
community.

Thank you so much to everyone who made this 
incredible night possible: our generous sponsors, 
donors, and attendees, plus the event committee, 
volunteers, staff and each of our fabulous presenters!

Paving the Way Gala
MARCH 3, 2017

 FOUNDER
SPONSORS

We’re thrilled to share the news that the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) awarded San 
Francisco $2.9 million through the Youth Homelessness Demonstration Project. San Francisco was one of ten 
communities selected nationwide, and one of only six urban environments!

Many Larkin Street staffers, as well young people in our services, participated in the planning meetings that the 
City convened while developing the proposal. This was truly a community-wide effort, and the efforts of youth 
and providers citywide were critical to San Francisco’s success.

Now the work begins. The San Francisco Department of Homelessness and Supportive Housing (DHSH) will 
spend the next year working with service providers and young people who have experienced homelessness to 
develop a plan outlining how the entire community will work together to prevent and end youth homelessness. 
Eventually, the City will make competitive sub-grants to providers like Larkin Street to help carry out that plan.

This is a game-changer in San Francisco, and shows that youth homelessness is on the map as a citywide, 
and national, priority.

HUD awards San Francisco $2.9 million 
grant to end youth homelessness

Sharon & Craig McCollamMary V. Lester

Anonymous
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GET INVOLVED
DONATE
TAKE A TOUR
HIRE AN INTERN
VOLUNTEER

134 Golden Gate Ave
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 673-0911 

larkinstreetyouth.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD OFFICERS
Laura Powell, Chair
Terry Kramer, Vice-Chair
Art Fatum, Treasurer
Nina Hatvany, Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS
Siri Berg
Jennifer Brahm
Cecily Cameron
Daniel A. Cody
Conor Famulener
Jeff Garelick
Blake Grossman
Jim Henry
John W. Hicks
Anne Hoecker

TWITTER MAKES $50,000 GIFT TO 
LARKIN STREET ACADEMY

To us, Twitter is more than an amazingly powerful 
communications platform – they’re also a wonderful 
partner!

Since 2012, Twitter has supported our programs 
through donations, volunteering and providing 
services and space. Now we’re celebrating another 
generous gift: a $50,000 grant for Larkin Street 
Academy programs!

We’re extremely grateful for Twitter’s support of 
Larkin Street Academy – these education and 
employment programs are vital in helping young 
people overcome homelessness permanently.

Susan K. Alexander, At-Large
Jeremy Avenier, At-Large
Allison Wysocki, At-Large
Sherilyn Adams, Ex-Officio

Eric Johnson
Richard Kerzic
Adam Moise 
Willis Newton
Eric Roos
Philip Schlein
Aaron C. Schwartz
Sally Shapiro
John Viola
Charles J. Wibbelsman, M.D.

RELAY RUN RAISES EPIC FUNDS 
FOR LARKIN STREET

Thanks to teams from PwC and ClearSlide, runners 
in the Ragnar Relay contributed more than $20,000 
to Larkin Street! Members of the team raise funds 
directly from friends and family, as well as through 
a match from PwC, and their combined donations 
were extremely impressive! 

We’re so proud of these individuals, not only for 
getting out there and running, but for using it as an 
opportunity to support an organization they care 
about! Major congrats to PwC and ClearSlide for 
completing this epic relay.

UPCOMING EVENTS TO 
BENEFIT LARKIN STREET 

Uncorked with Friend of Larkin Street | 4.27.17
The 2nd Annual “Uncorked” is hosted by Friends of Larkin 
Street, our next-gen group of supporters. Enjoy an open 
bar along with games and great conversation at Tank18.

Bay Area CFO of the Year Awards | 5.24.17
Attracting more than 500 Bay Area financial and 
business leaders, the evening is comprised of a 
networking reception, dinner and awards ceremony at 
the Hyatt Regency. 

Visit larkinstreetyouth.org/events for tickets and more 
info on these events!


