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On Fri., June 16, San Francisco’s Department of Homelessness and Supportive Housing released the 2017 
San Francisco Point-in-Time (“PIT”) Count report. On one night in January, volunteers canvassed the City 
to count the number of people experiencing homelessness. The PIT Count attempts to capture anyone who 
is visibly homeless in San Francisco, both in shelters and on the streets. While the Count isn’t optimized to 
perfectly capture the full scope of youth homelessness, it helps us track the incidence over time.

2017 POINT IN TIME 
COUNT RELEASED  

The mission of Larkin Street Youth Services is to create a continuum of services that inspires youth 
to move beyond the street. We will nurture potential, promote dignity, and support bold steps by all.

A Message
FROM SHERILYN

Dear Friends, 

As we head into cooler fall and winter months, my thoughts inevitably turn to the more than 1,300 young 
people sleeping on the street in San Francisco every night.

This number is both a source of frustration and hope. The Point in Time count conducted by the City of 
San Francisco, along with numerous service providers including Larkin Street, found this year that the 
number of young people on the street had decreased by 13%, from over 1,900, in 2013 (for more on the 
numbers, see the next page).

These numbers all represent individuals that are currently experiencing homelessness. It is 
unacceptable that any young person sleeps on the street, today or in the future. We know that 
intervention at this critical time in young people’s lives can prevent them from becoming one of the over 
5,500 chronically homeless adults in San Francisco. We also know just what that intervention needs 
to look like in order to succeed: comprehensive services from shelter and basic needs all the way to 
wellness supports and employment and education training. 

Three out of four young people who complete our programs exit street life. We know what 
works, and with the resources and support of our community, we can realize a future in which 
no young person sleeps on the street again.

Our local, state and federal governments demonstrated their commitment to ending the larger 
homelessness crisis with over $15 million in new funding for housing and services for homeless 
youth in this budget cycle. Our sincere thanks go out to Mayor Ed Lee, Supervisor Jeff Sheehy and 
Assemblymember Phil Ting, among many other state and local partners for supporting these vital 
efforts.

While we continue to advocate for increased resources for young people experiencing homelessness, 
we rely on San Francisco’s business community, foundations, and individuals like you! Your advocacy, 
volunteer work and financial gifts bridge the gap between public funding for emergency housing that 
solves homelessness in the short term and the essential wellness, employment and job placement 
services that solve homelessness permanently.

I’m also pleased to share that in September, Dr. Colette Auerswald from UC-Berkeley, Dr. Marguerita 
Lightfoot from UCSF, and I were among 15 teams nationally selected as Interdisciplinary Research 
Leaders, a program led by the University of Minnesota with support from the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation to solve persistent health challenges. Our team will look at how youth experiencing 
homelessness encounter violence and what interventions could change that.

Back at Larkin Street, we’re gearing up for our annual Harvest and Winter Festivals. You’re invited to 
join us by volunteering to help with food donations or service for the sit-down dinner and our holiday gift 
drive (see page 6). Please help make the holidays happy for the more than 450 young people we 
see at our locations every winter.

We wish all of you the very best holiday season this year, and thank you for your support of Larkin 
Street, now and in the future.

Sincerely, 

Sherilyn Adams, Executive Director
Larkin Street Youth Services
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KEY TAKEAWAYS:

1. Young people account for about one in every 
five people experiencing homelessness locally.

This was true in 2015, and it remains true in 2017. 
The PIT Count shows that 1,363 out of 7,499 people 
experiencing homelessness in San Francisco are 
unaccompanied young people ages 24 and under.

2. Youth homelessness decreased by about 13% 
between 2015 and 2017.

In 2015, the PIT Count and supplemental Youth 
Count captured a combined total of 1,569 homeless 
young people ages 24 and under. In 2017, the 
combined total decreased to 1,363.

3. This decrease in youth homelessness occurred during a time of increased investment by the City.
The PIT Count provides more “what” than “why,” but one factor is clear: The City increased funding for 
homeless youth by 15% between 2013 and 2017, contributing to the 13% decrease in 2017.

THERE’S GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS FROM THIS YEAR’S COUNT

The good news:
The 13% decrease in youth homelessness shows 
what the City and nonprofit partners can do with 
targeted, youth specific investments. If we can 
reduce youth homelessness by 13% with a 15% 
funding increase, just imagine what a larger 
investment could accomplish.

The bad news:
There were 1,363 youth living on the streets of our 
city on a cold night last January, and many more were 
uncounted and hiding in plain sight. We cannot rest 
until they have a safe place to rest at night, nourishing 
food, an education and self-sustaining work.

PLEASE JOIN IN THIS CRITICAL EFFORT. 

IT WILL TAKE ALL OF US TO END YOUTH HOMELESSNESS.

To support our work, visit larkinstreetyouth.org/get-involved
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Our 12th annual Bay Area CFO of the Year 
Awards was the best yet! More than 500 
guests helped us recognize the Winners and 
Finalists for 2017, including Hall of Fame – 
Lifetime Achievement Award Winner Robin L. 
Washington, Executive Vice President, Chief 
Financial Officer, Gilead Sciences, Inc.

Robin delivered an exceptionally moving 
acceptance speech, as did the many Winners 
who took home awards that night.

Thank you all for joining us and for another 
spectacular celebration of Bay Area CFOs. More 
than 500 business people attended, raising over 
$500,000 for Larkin Street Youth Services!

3

CFO of the Year Awards

Corporate Leadership 
Breakfast
APRIL 11, 2017

More than 100 guests joined us for 
a panel discussion over breakfast on 
“Technology, Innovation and Ending 
Homelessness” with the City of San 
Francisco’s Jeff Kositsky and Jay Nath, 
our own Sherilyn Adams, and Jim Henry 
of PwC. Thank you to our gracious hosts, 
The City Club, event title sponsor, PwC, 
and table sponsor Santen, Inc.

________________________________

Uncorked with 
Friends of 
Larkin Street
APRIL 27, 2017

Friends of Larkin Street, our young 
professionals group, put together another 
fun fundraiser with great wine, even 
better company, and an awesome silent 
auction that kept us on our toes! The 
food was delicious, the photo wall was 
a hit, and the giant Jenga blocks were 
crashing all night long. Big thanks to 
event sponsors Sharp, SnapFiesta, and 
Fraiche Catering.

________________________________

Annual Education 
Graduation
AUGUST 4, 2017

Congratulations to the Class of 2017! 
Amidst a crowd of friends, family, staff 
and supporters, our young people were 
recognized for completing programs 
including: GED, Associate’s Degree, 
transferring to a four-year college, 
Technical Certificate and Bachelor’s 
Degree. The entire Larkin Street 
Academy staff worked very hard to make 
this day special, too, with decorations, 
music, a photo booth, and cake, 
cupcakes and lunch after the ceremony.
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“
From time to time, young people reach out to us to let us know the impact our programs had on their lives. 

We received the letter below recently and we were so moved by the story, we asked its author if we could share it 
with our supporters. Identifying details have been removed and this content was edited lightly for length and clarity. 

“Being homeless is a full 
time job in and of itself.” 

A letter from a Larkin Street alum

Visit larkinstreetyouth.org/get-involved to learn more about opportunities to help young people like the 
one you just read about. ”

I am contacting Larkin Street Youth Services to inquire about volunteer opportunities. Not only am I impressed 
with the positive work done by the organization, I am a direct result of it.

During 2013, I was a homeless youth who was fortunate to find Larkin Street Youth Services. I had just moved 
to San Francisco from Denver, Colo., in order to get away from an abusive family life. I was immediately in 
shock not only by the surroundings, but at the astronomical cost of living. I was only able to afford to live in an 
inexpensive hotel for one month before I had nowhere to go.

For the next couple of months, I rented a storage unit to house my personal effects and stayed in various 
shelters at night. During this time, I worked a minimum wage full-time job. Contrary to popular belief, working 
and being homeless is not easy! Being homeless is a full-time job in and of itself. Most of the shelters require 
you to make reservations in advance. The process of making these reservations requires you to stand outside 
in line in the hopes that you receive a reservation. As you could imagine, this was a difficult task when I had to 
go to work.

It got to the point where I literally had to choose between keeping my job and having a place to sleep at 
night. Luckily I found Larkin Street. Larkin Street allowed me to continue to work and save money. My 
case manager helped me come up with manageable goals that set me up for success. Once I reached the 
maximum amount of months in the Lark-Inn shelter, I was referred to Castro Youth Housing Initiative, a 
transitional housing program.

During this time and without the burden of being homeless, I was able to excel in the workplace.

I received two promotions which more than doubled my salary! This allowed me 
to save money and by the time I aged out of the program, I was able to afford a 
place to live and maintain a sustainable life.

I now work in the design department of a clothing company. I enjoy traveling and 
last month I went to Europe. I am going back to school to pursue a degree in my 
field. My goal is to live abroad and work in fashion.

It is not lost on me that without Larkin Street Youth Services none of these 
blessings would be possible. I am forever indebted to you.
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Help our young people 
have a happy holiday!
LARKIN STREET’S HOLIDAY GIFT DRIVE

More than 450 young people will spend the holidays with 
Larkin Street - staying in our emergency shelters, transitional 
living programs or accessing our drop-in centers. Help make 
this season special by donating an item from the list below!

GIFTS
MP3 players
Headphones
Backpacks
Muni/BART passes
2018 day planners/journals
Makeup kits/shaving sets
Home electronics/digital cameras
Sporting goods
School and art supplies
Camping gear (tarps, sleeping bags, etc.)

CLOTHING
New socks (preferably black)
New underwear
New sports bras

GIFT CARDS*
Movie/events tickets (sports, music)
Clothing (Ross, Gap, Payless, Urban Outfitters, Macy’s, Old Navy)
Groceries (Safeway, Peet’s Coffee & Tea, Pizza, Subway)
Music/Entertainment (Best Buy, REI, Sports Basement, Target)
Personal Care/Household (Walgreens, Rite-Aid, Ikea, Big Lots)
*please mail or drop off gift cards separately from other items

Larkin Street Youth Services
Attn: Clare Armbruster
134 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco, Calif., 94102
Donations are accepted from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday

For questions or to make special gift 
drop-off arrangements, please contact:
(415) 673-0911 x221 
or volunteer@larkinstreetyouth.org

Please bring or ship new, 
unwrapped gifts by 
Fri, Dec 8, 2017 to:
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You Shop, Amazon Delivers! Now you don’t even 
have to leave home to make our young people’s 
holidays happy. Shop our wish list on Amazon 
and your gift will be sent straight to our door! 
Learn more: larkinstreetyouth.org/wishlist

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
Plates/bowls/cups/utensils
Pots/pans
Linens/bedding/blankets
Alarm clocks
Small appliances
Flashlights

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS
Towels
Hair dryers/straighteners
Brushes/combs
Perfume/cologne
First-aid kits



GET INVOLVED
DONATE
TAKE A TOUR
HIRE AN INTERN
VOLUNTEER

134 Golden Gate Ave
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 673-0911 
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THE LARGEST JOB FAIR THE 
TENDERLOIN HAS EVER SEEN!

Thanks to the United Way Bay Area and the 
Mayor’s Youth Jobs Plus Program for joining 
us for the first annual Neighborhood Job Fair 
at our headquarters on July 24, 2017. Over 25 
companies provided information and conducted 
interviews with young people from all over San 
Francisco. Employers like Starbucks, Target and 
Allied Universal mingled with local luminaries like 
Supervisor Jane Kim and countless young people 
seeking employment.Art Fatum, Treasurer

Adam Moise, At-Large
Allison Wysocki, At-Large
Sherilyn Adams, Ex-Officio

Eric Johnson
Richard Kerzic
Patrick Kiss 
Natalie Hatvany Kitchen
Willis Newton
Eric Roos
Philip Schlein
Aaron C. Schwartz
John Viola
Charles J. Wibbelsman, M.D.

THE CITY SKYLINE CHALLENGE 
RETURNS!

Team Larkin Street would not be cowed by fear, 
once again rappelling more than 20 stories for 
Outward Bound’s City Skyline Challenge on Aug. 
19, 2017! Through the event, we raised nearly 
$20,000 towards experiential outdoor learning 
programs through Outward Bound for young 
people at Larkin Street. These programs develop 
character, leadership and resilience, which help 
mitigate the effect of trauma. Our sincere and 
heartfelt thanks to our rappellers, who worked 
hard to fundraise, as well as everyone who 
donated, attended, and made the event possible! 

UPCOMING EVENTS TO 
BENEFIT LARKIN STREET 

Performing Arts Night | 11.8.17
Talented youth artists from Larkin Street showcase their 
talents at this annual event after a pre-performance 
reception featuring light bites, beverages and friendship.

Friends of Larkin Street Ice Skating Party | 12.6.17
The eighth annual ice skating party returns! Join us for 
snacks, holiday games, drinks and ice skating to raise 
funds and awareness for Larkin Street. 

Visit larkinstreetyouth.org/events for tickets and more 
info on these events!


