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A Message
FROM SHERILYN

Dear Friends, 

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support of Larkin Street Youth Services. Together, 
we’ve reached a critical time in the work to end youth homelessness. We face huge 
challenges – devastating gun violence, federal policy changes that negatively impact those 
we serve, and the sheer number of young people still on the streets. But at the same time, we 
see young people using their voices for good and galvanizing this moment to fight for what 
they think is right. They are pushing us all to do more, to be courageous, and to hold each 
other accountable.

Here at Larkin Street, we are working harder than ever to strengthen and expand our 
services, particularly behavioral health, outreach and housing. Too many young people – 
more than 1,300 on any given night in San Francisco – are still on the street. They end up 
there because of abuse or neglect, or family rejection because they identify as LGBTQ. 
Nearly 90% of young people report they experienced abuse prior to becoming homeless (to 
learn more, see page three). 

To help these young people break the cycle of homelessness, we must provide so much 
more than just a bed for the night. We must provide comprehensive services including mental 
health care to address their trauma, and education and employment programs to help them 
become self-sufficient over the long-run and ensure they have the tools needed to thrive in 
today’s job market.

A continuum of services this robust is only possible through strong partnerships on many 
levels. We need better systems, policies, and resources. Some examples of this include 
the State Bill 918 as well as major new funding from the California Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services. The City of San Francisco, too, has increased its investment in youth 
this year and we will soon launch a new partnership with the Young Adult Court. And the U.S. 
Department of Housing & Urban Development added more funds to its Youth Homelessness 
Demonstration Project. Read more about all these exciting developments on pages three 
and four. 

We are ecstatic about the new and increased investments in youth at the local, state and 
federal levels. This, too, is galvanizing the movement as folks join us in this work, helping one 
young person at a time in service of the ultimate vision of ending youth homelessness. 
The time is now to come together and make a lasting impact on this crisis. There is still so 
much to be done. We need you, our community of supporters, to continue your hard work – 
funding, advocacy, and ongoing engagement – so that we can scale the deeper services like 
behavioral health, employment, and education that help young people get off the street 
for good. 

Your continued commitment to the movement to end youth homelessness can help create the 
circumstances in which no young person will have to sleep on the street again. 

Thank you for pushing forward with us.  

Sincerely, 

Sherilyn Adams
Executive Director
Larkin Street Youth Services
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We would like to extend our sincerest gratitude to 
everyone who joined us at the 16th Annual Paving the 
Way Gala! Every year is always better than the last and 
we owe all of you for that.

Senator Scott Wiener and Assemblymember Phil Ting, 
who have both been in the forefront of the fight to end 
youth homelessness, received our Anne B. Stanton 
and Youth Advocacy Awards, respectively, and gave 
compelling speeches that we hope will inspire our 
community to continue to take action.

Our emcee, Larkin Street alum Zak Franet, told us about 
how he moved beyond homelessness with Larkin Street’s 
help, and how he is now pursuing his passion – policy 
and advocacy work. Then current Larkin Street clients 
and Going the Distance awardees Anubis Daugherty 
and Camila Barbosa inspired us with their words. 
Congratulations on this well-deserved recognition, and 
thank you for sharing your stories with us. 

Thank you to our all of our generous sponsors, donors, 
attendees, the event committee, volunteers, staff, and 
each of our fabulous presenters for helping us reach our 
fundraising goal and have an incredible evening. 

Paving the Way Gala
MARCH 16, 2018

Sharon & Craig McCollamAnonymous

VISIONARY SPONSOR     FOUNDER SPONSORS



The last several months have brought several 
important new investments in services for young 
people experiencing homelessness from our partners 
in the public sphere. 

First, Larkin Street has endorsed the “Housing for 
All” ballot measure, which will provide critical funding 
for housing and prevention for San Franciscans 
experiencing or at-risk of homelessness through a 
1.7% increase in the tax on commercial rents. This 
measure will have real results, generating $1 billion 
for housing, creating thousands of additional housing 
units, and serving over 25,000 individuals or families. 
Please support this important measure at the 
polls this summer.

On the state level, Senator Scott Wiener and 
Assemblywoman Blanca E. Rubio recently introduced 
Senate Bill 918, to create an Office of Homeless 
Youth, setting goals and mapping progress toward 
ending youth homelessness statewide. The bill further 
directs $60 million in new funding to address the 
alarming rise of youth homelessness in California. 
Our sincere thanks go out to Senator Wiener and 
Assemblywoman Rubio. 

Also, the California Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services (Cal-OES) chose Larkin 
Street as one of the four organizations statewide 
to receive $2.5 million in new funding over 
three years. We plan to expand hours and case 

Big wins for homeless youth at local, state and federal levels

Nearly 90% of 
young people report 
they experienced 
abuse prior to 
becoming homeless

Nearly half of young 
people experiencing 

homelessness 
in SF identify as 

LGBTQ

More than a third 
of youth at Larkin 
Street were in the 

foster care 
system
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Creating the circumstances for young people to be successful requires a system-wide response, and the 
Report on Incidence and Needs details our recommendations for policymakers to help make our vision to 
end youth homelessness a reality. Please read about them and check out the full report, available now on 
our website. 

To read the full 2018 Report on Incidence and Needs, visit larkinstreetyouth.org/INreport

The facts on why young     people become homeless

management services for our drop-in centers, deepen 
aftercare services, add behavioral health specialists 
in engagement and housing programs, and increase 
staff training and consultation around behavioral 
health. Thank you to Assemblymember Phil Ting for 
championing this important new funding!

Finally, big news just came from Capitol Hill with 
Congress passing a bipartisan budget deal, which was 
signed by the President, increasing funding for key 
homelessness programs. $80 million was included in 
the bill to further expand the Youth Homelessness 
Demonstration Project and funding for homeless 
assistance programs will increase by $130 million to 
provide resources for Continuums of Care. 

Combined, these new initiatives are more evidence 
that the movement to end youth homelessness is 

growing on all levels. Want to know more about our 
policy and advocacy work? Visit larkinstreetyouth.
org/news for all the latest.

At the press conference announcing the new Cal-OES funding Larkin Street will 
receive, from left to right: Zak Franet, Larkin Street alum, Anubis Daugherty, Larkin 
Street client, Assemblymember Phil Ting, Mayor Mark Farrell, Jeff Kositsky, Director 
of the Department of Homelessness and Supportive Housing, Sherilyn Adams, Larkin 
Street Executive Director, Robin Reynolds, Marketing and Communications Manager 
for the Bill Wilson Center.

Helping young people exit street life permanently requires so much more than just a bed for the night, and this 
document details exactly how we do it. 

Our robust continuum of wraparound support helps young people not only get off the streets, but creates the 
foundation for lifelong well-being and self-sufficiency. This renowned model supports the following long-term 
outcomes among young people who competed our housing programs last year, upon which we measure 
our success:

81% of young people 
exited to stable housing

70% were employed 
or enrolled in college

60% achieved physical 
and emotional wellness
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Larkin Street Publishes new      Report on Incidence and Needs
While most of the staff at Larkin Street are on the frontlines, helping 
young people reach their full potential, our Research and Evaluation 
department is working just as hard collecting, studying, and sharing 
data about how to best serve them.

Most recently, we produced a new Youth and Young Adult 
Homelessness in San Francisco: 2018 Report on Incidence and 
Needs. Since we last published this document in 2014, we’ve gathered 
and analyzed the latest information on the scope and causes of youth 
homelessness, and provided new recommendations for policymakers 
on how to most effectively address this issue.

So why do so many young people in America experience 
homelessness? From abuse, neglect, or family conflict, to foster system 
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OUR SERVICE MODEL: Helping 
young people get off the street 
for good requires a continuum of 
services that build on one another. 
From the entry-points of outreach 
and engagement to education 
and employment services that 
promote long-term self-sufficiency, 
the “house” exemplifies Larkin 
Street’s model. 

involvement and intergenerational 
economic instability, too many 
young people today are not 
guaranteed a stable foundation.

(continued at top right)



Volunteer Appreciation Month, April 2018

This April, we’re sending a huge thank you to all of Larkin Street’s 
corporate partners. Employees from numerous Bay Area companies 
were instrumental in helping us achieve so much in the last year by 
volunteering their expertise to address operational needs such as IT, 
communications, and HR. 

Our partnership with Google is an exemplary model of a holistic 
relationship, ranging from professional skills, tours, and employee 
giving campaigns. Young people in Larkin Street’s Technology Learning 
Center program recently toured Google’s YouTube campus and enjoyed 
an informational panel with staff, giving youth an opportunity to make 
connections in the field. Culminating in unprecedented employee 
giving through campaigns aligned with Google’s Giving Week, staff 
from Google also participated in internal ambassador programs and 
a communications boot camp with our staff. Our thanks go out to 
everyone at Google for the sincere commitment to supporting the 
movement to end youth homelessness.

Another stand-out act of corporate volunteerism was 
the production of a short film on behalf of Larkin Street 
in partnership by Jake Reilly, Director, Oxymoron 
Advertising, Andy MacKay, CEO of 20/20 Productions 

Inc., and Dan Denegre, Executive Producer at Space Racer Studio. In 
a few short months, the team conceived, filmed and edited “Invisible No 
More,” which has now been viewed more than 50,000 times. The video 
follows four young people in Larkin Street’s services, detailing some of 
the heartbreaking extremes they faced to ensure they have enough to 
eat, a place to sleep, and some level of safety. The video also helped 
us reach new audiences on social media, increasing critical community 
support for Larkin Street. Thanks again to the production team and the 
young people who made it possible! 

       Haven’t seen the video yet? 
Watch now at larkinstreetyouth.org/InvisibleNoMore

Young people living in Geary 
House, one of our two-year 
congregate housing programs, 
recently launched a program 
called “Geary House Gives 
Back” as a way to contribute to 
the community. Getting together 
on a regular basis, they give 
out hygiene kits, food, towels, 
and coats to those in need in 
downtown San Francisco.

Most recently, the Geary House 
team gave away more than 300 
coats on one afternoon! Each 
individual in need also received 
a lunch donated by Bump and 
Tay Enterprise, Randell Jackson, 
and Monica Steptoe.

We are so proud of our young 
people for giving back!

Thanks to our volunteers!
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Performing Arts Night
NOV. 8, 2017

This year’s annual show, put on by 
young people in our Arts Program, 
was a huge success. Nine amazing 
performers gave us song, dance, 
comedy, visual arts, and so much 
hope and inspiration. Of course, many 
partners and team members made the 
show possible including the William 
and Flora Hewlett Foundation, 
Bandworks and Phil Estes, Kelly 
Cullen Community, Theatre of Others, 
and Alaska Airlines.

______________________________

Friends of Larkin Street 
Ice Skating Party
DEC. 6, 2017

The eighth annual ice skating party 
from our next-generation group of 
supporters, Friends of Larkin Street, 
was a festive fundraiser as always! 
Folks skated the night away to a great 
DJ, in the process, raising more than 
$45,000 to support our work to end 
youth homelessness. We couldn’t have 
done it without our sponsors Bank of 
America, Sharp, Lockton Insurance 
Brokers, Peninsula Custom Homes, 
SnapFiesta, and Lagunitas.

News Briefs TKBecause young people often avoid the streets, collecting dependable data on the size and scope of the youth 
homelessness crisis can be difficult, leaving policymakers less able to act. The groundbreaking Voices of Youth 
Count study released by Chapin Hall in November revealed that one in 10 young adults between the ages 
of 18 and 25 experience some form of homelessness over the course of a year. This shocking statistic 
is only underscored by the complexity of the issue: youth homelessness involves diverse experiences and 
circumstances. While the concept of homelessness might seem straightforward, for young people, it takes 
many forms in terms of situations, needs, and duration. Different circumstances require different solutions and 
this report helps define the scope of need nationwide.

Groundbreaking New Nationwide 
Youth Count Released
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Geary House Gives Back! 



GET INVOLVED
DONATE
TAKE A TOUR
HIRE AN INTERN
VOLUNTEER

134 Golden Gate Ave
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 673-0911 

larkinstreetyouth.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD OFFICERS
Terry Kramer, Chair
Susan K. Alexander,  

Vice-Chair
Jeremy Avenier, Secretary
Art Fatum, Treasurer

BOARD MEMBERS
Fiona Barnett
Siri Berg
Jennifer Brahm
Cecily Cameron
Daniel A. Cody
Conor Famulener
Jeff Garelick
Blake Grossman
Jim Henry
John W. Hicks
Anne Hoecker
Eric Johnson

LEGACY GIFTS: A LASTING WAY 
TO SUPPORT LARKIN STREET

Do you know that you can help homeless youth by 
making a legacy gift to Larkin Street? There are many 
ways to get involved, including bequests, trusts, 
property gifts, and more. Gifts to Larkin Street can be 
tailored to fit your situation and interests and may offer 
tax benefits. To add Larkin Street to your estate plan, 
just contact your lawyer. We’re also happy to provide 
more information – please contact Elinor Tappé at (415) 
673-0911 ext. 301 or etappe@larkinstreetyouth.org – 
we look forward to hearing from you!Adam Moise, At-Large

Allison Wysocki, At-Large
Sherilyn Adams,  

Executive Director

Adamar Kassahun
Richard Kerzic
Patrick Kiss
Natalie Hatvany Kitchen
Willis Newton
Eric Roos
Philip Schlein
Aaron C. Schwartz
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DROPBOX FOUNDATION SELECTS 
LARKIN STREET AMONG FIRST 
GRANTEES

We’re thrilled to announce Larkin Street’s selection 
as one of the inaugural grantees of the new Dropbox 
Foundation. Larkin Street was the only West Coast 
non-profit selected, placing us in the excellent 
company of three worldwide organizations that focus 
on human rights. The Dropbox Foundation approaches 
philanthropy uniquely – providing totally unrestricted 
funding, which allows us to direct funds to where they 
are most needed. In addition, Dropbox employees 
volunteer their skills to address operational needs. Our 
sincere thanks and congratulations go out to everyone 
involved with the Dropbox Foundation. We’re excited to 
be among these amazing partners.

COMING SOON 

Attracting more than 
500 Bay Area financial 
and business leaders, 
the Bay Area CFO 
of the Year Awards 
benefits Larkin Street’s 
work to end youth homelessness. Join us for this year’s 
dinner and award ceremony on Thurs., June 7 at the Hyatt 
Regency San Francisco. 

Learn more about the Finalists, purchase tickets, 
and become a sponsor at cfoawards.org


