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ON THE COVER: Nandi Johnson, aka StillNappy, on stage at our annual Performing Arts Night in September.

A LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,
Heading into what is always a busy holiday season, I am energized by the
amazing work of staff and young people at Larkin Street. We’ve kicked off our
new strategic plan, which focuses on increasing the availability of housing,
employment, and behavioral health services for youth. Alongside these
programmatic enhancements, we’re prioritizing providing leadership for the areawide Rising Up partnership as well as increased staff support and sustainability.

“Policy and advocacy work are crucial
in truly ending youth homelessness.”
Another pillar of our work we affirmed in the new strategic plan is amplifying
youth voice and leadership. One stellar example of this is Larkin Street’s
endorsement of Prop A, an affordable housing bond on this November’s ballot.
Our Youth Advisory Board diligently researched the measure and made a
recommendation to the agency to support it, in addition to putting boots on the
ground at one of the first rallies for the measure (see a photo of us in action
below).
Policy and advocacy work are crucial in truly ending youth homelessness. So are
you! Thank you, as always, for choosing to make a real difference in the lives of
young people

CENTERING SUSTAINABILITY, EQUITY, AND
INCLUSION: OUR NEW STRATEGIC PLAN
The Challenge
On any given night in San Francisco, more than 1,100 young people are without a safe and stable
place to sleep. Youth of color and LGBTQ youth are significantly overrepresented in the homeless
population, and many of the young people Larkin Street serves require more mental health and
employment supports than are currently available.
To meet these needs, Larkin Street has launched a new strategic plan, which includes scaling our
housing, employment, and behavioral health programs significantly. We must also sustain our services
and infrastructure while providing system-wide leadership to fulfill our goal: reducing the number of
homeless youth in San Francisco by 50% by 2023.

Guiding Principles of our Service Model

Solving homelessness
for all begins with
solving it for youth of
color and LGBTQ youth

We amplify
youth voice and
leadership internally
and externally

We support youth in
building resilience
through affirming
relationships

We use data to
drive continuous
learning and
improvement

Sincerely,

Sherilyn Adams
Executive Director
Larkin Street Youth Services

Join us in voting yes on Prop A!
Last month, the average San Francisco one-bedroom cost $3,750 to rent. Prop A is the biggest affordable
housing bond in city history and would lead to the construction of about 2,800 new affordable housing units in
the next four years. The measure will help move the needle on our housing crisis without raising taxes and has
been endorsed by Mayor Breed and the Board of Supervisors.
We need affordable housing so teachers, non-profit workers, first responders and young people can afford to
stay and work in San Francisco. Join Larkin Street in voting yes on Prop A this November! Learn more and get
involved at affordablehomessf.com
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BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
TEAM EXPANDS AND
SERVES MORE YOUTH
We are thrilled to share that Larkin Street expanded
its Behavioral Health team by hiring three new
clinicians this year! The behavioral health department
promotes mental health, emotional resilience, and
wellness throughout Larkin Street with programs
including one-on-one consultations, groups, and staff
training and development.
Behavioral health services are key in our continuum
of wraparound support helping young people move
past homelessness. 47% of young people at Larkin
Street report current or prior mental health issues
including depression, anxiety, substance use, grief
over the loss of a loved one, relationship conflicts,
and other personal or emotional concerns.

Our Behavioral Health team helps young people
cope with these experiences so that they can focus
on reaching their goals including work, school, and
general wellness.
“With therapy, building relationships is everything,”
says Larkin Street’s Director of Behavioral Health,
Shellena Eskridge. Before the expansion, that proved
to be a challenge for the small team. Hiring three
clinicians allows them to offer services on a drop-in
basis, building rapport with young people who aren’t
yet ready for deeper services. The team also now
has the capacity to travel to each of our 14 facilities
across the City, providing support when and where
young people need it.
We’re proud to offer these expanded behavioral health
services and help ensure even more young people
have the support they need to go after their dreams.
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Annual Education
Graduation
JULY 19, 2019
Staff, family, and friends
celebrated our Annual
Education Graduation where
young people received
certificates for completing
high school or equivalency
and transferring to a four-year
institution. Congrats, grads!   

June 6, 2019

Our 14th annual Bay Area CFO of the
Year Awards was a huge success! We’re
incredibly grateful to our guests who
attended to honor the Winners and Finalists
for the 2019 CFO of the Year, including 2019
Hall of Fame - Lifetime Achievement Award
WInner David Wells, formerly of Netflix.

___________________________

David delivered a moving acceptance
speech, as did the many winners who took
home awards that night. Our youth speaker
Michael Carpenito impressed the audience
with his determination and shared his goal
to become a social worker himself.

Performing Arts
Night 2019
SEPTEMBER 18, 2019

Thank you to everyone who joined us for
another spectacular celebration of Bay
Area CFOs. More than 500 business
professionals attended, raising over
$500,000 for the work to end youth
homelessness!

From top: Event Co-Chair Alex Smith, Executive Director Sherilyn Adams, Lifetime
Achievement Award Winner David Wells, Program Participant Michael Carpenito, and
Event Co-Chair John Viola. Non-profit organization Finalist Rosa Martinez, Event CoPresenter and Publisher of the San Francisco Business Times, Mary Huss, Past Event
Co-Chair Art Fatum, Hamilton Families’ Tomiquia Moss. Guests enjoying the red carpet
photo opportunity at the Post-Awards Mixer.

Guests came to support young
people showcasing their talents
ranging from dance and music
to theater and poetry at our
Performing Arts Night. Each
performance showed so much
creativity and courage - we
couldn’t be prouder!

TITLE SPONSORS

SAVE THE DATE
LIFETIME SPONSOR

FINALISTS RECEPTION SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSORS

ALUMNI TABLE SPONSOR

MAIN RECEPTION SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSORS

Wells Family
BRONZE SPONSORS
CorEdge Talent
Peterson CAT
PitchBook Data, Inc.
Twitter
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LARKIN STREET SPONSORS
Art & Barbara Fatum
Laura Powell & Chuck Byce
Consult Jenny
Mary M. Prchal
Terry & Suzan Kramer
UBS Financial Services, Inc.

MEDIA SPONSOR

WINE SPONSORS
Barnett Vineyards
Thumbprint Cellars

10th Annual Sip N’ Skate
6 - 9:30 p.m. | Wed., Dec. 11
Justin Herman Plaza, Market and Steuart St.
Friends of Larkin Street’s Holiday ice skating party is back
for its 10th year! Join us on the Embarcadero ice rink for
snacks, drinks, music, and holiday games. Proceeds from
the event benefit the work to end youth homelessness.

18th Annual
Paving the Way Gala
6 - 10 p.m. | Fri., March 13, 2020
Four Seasons San Francisco,
757 Market St.
Let young people’s achievements
inspire you at our next Paving the Way
Gala! The evening includes a cocktail
reception, dinner, and an incredible
live and silent auction. Save the date
-- tickets go on sale in December.

Learn more and get tickets at larkinstreetyouth.org/events
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ANNOUNCING TWO ADDITIONS TO OUR EXECUTIVE TEAM

A LETTER FROM
A LARKIN STREET
PROGRAM PARTICIPANT

my situation, I admitted that had no place to stay.
She took me in, and helped me find some resources
available for young people, including Larkin Street
Youth Services.
It was my first time at a shelter. Terrified, not knowing
what to expect, I went for it. With work taking up most
of my day, Larkin Street was just a place for me to lay
my head — at first.

This year of celebrating our anniversary has been great in so many ways, including the addition of two new
executives to our team: Carol Hunter, Chief Financial Officer, and Gayle Roberts, Chief Development Officer.
Carol Hunter joined
Larkin Street in February,
bringing with her over 25
years of experience. Most
recently, Carol served as
the Director of Finance
and Grants at the Center
for Youth Wellness, a
Bayview-Hunters Point
non-profit aimed at
improving health outcomes by screening for adverse
childhood experiences (ACEs) at an early age. Carol
holds a business degree from York University in
Toronto and an active California CPA license. In her
spare time, you can find her hiking or backpacking
with friends and family.

San Francisco Selected for
“Grand Challenge” to End
Youth Homelessness

Now, it is so much more than just a shelter, it’s my
community. A secure place to feel at home.

“It felt like I’d been in a dark room, and all of
a sudden, someone opened the door and let
in some light.”
Through hard work and dedication, I got an Internship
My name is Chibuenyi Griffith. I was born in Nigeria,
grew up in foster care, hopping from home to home,
until I hopped my way into a lovely American family.
They brought me to the U.S. in 2012, when I was 12
years old. But having no goals, or sense of purpose in
life, I felt lost. I was living day by day, with nothing to
look forward to.
At the age of 18, I set out on a journey to find myself,
parting ways with my parents and attending a college
prep program at Diablo Valley College. It was the
loneliest and lowest point of my life. I had no place to
stay, so I’d sleep in the library until they closed, then
settle into one of the elevators, trying to stay away
from both campus security and the cold. On nights I
worked, I slept in the car I rented to get there. I was
homeless for about three weeks until my manager
noticed my suitcase. After a pathetic attempt to hide
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at Salesforce as a technical writer. It felt like I’d been
in a dark room, and all of a sudden, someone opened
the door and let in some light. For the first time, I had
confidence in myself. I had something to look forward
to. For the first time, I was proud of myself.
After my internship, I started my professional career,
working in the HR department at Salesforce on a
great team. Being at Larkin Street gave me a safe
environment where I could focus on getting on my
feet without worrying about my basic needs.
I’m grateful and happy.
Chibuenyi Griffith

Gayle Roberts started
fundraising at the age of
six — hosting a Muscular
Dystrophy Association
Carnival, complete with
pin the tail on the donkey.
She got her professional
start working at Larkin
Street community partner
organization LYRIC and has
since raised millions for causes including PRC, San
Francisco Community Center, Openhouse and many
others. Gayle views fundraising as a powerful tool for
social change, and is grateful for the opportunity to
not only interrupt youth homelessness, but to end it
permanently for youth in Larkin Street’s care.
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In September, A Way Home America (AWHA) selected
San Francisco for its Grand Challenge, which aims
to end homelessness for LGBTQ+ youth and youth
of color. Over the next two years, AWHA will support
San Francisco and nine other chosen communities
in developing targeted strategies to address youth
homelessness in their areas.
The method of AWHA’s Grand Challenge is based
on the theory of “Targeted Universalism,” meaning
that if communities focus on meeting the needs of
populations most impacted by youth homelessness
– LGBTQ+ youth and youth of color – they can build a
system that meets the needs of all young people who
experience homelessness.
Congratulations to San Francisco’s Grand Challenge
“Ride or Die” Team, including Larkin Street staff and
youth, who led the charge locally to participate in this
exciting nationwide effort to end youth homelessness.
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You Shop, Amazon Delivers! Now you don’t have to leave home to make our
young people’s holidays happy. Shop our wish list on Amazon and your gift will be
sent straight to our door! Learn more: larkinstreetyouth.org/wishlist

Help our young people
have a happy holiday
2019 HOLIDAY GIFT DRIVE

For young people experiencing
homelessness, access to basic needs
can be a challenge. This holiday
season, you can help make sure that
young people have what they need to
reach their goals and dreams.

GIFT CARDS
Ross
Safeway
Target
Walgreens
VISA

GIFTS (assortment of adult sizes)
Hats
Gloves
Socks (new)
T-shirts (new)
Underwear (new)
Bras (new)
Hiking Backpacks
Sleeping Bags
Art Supplies

Please bring or ship
new, unwrapped gifts
by Fri, Dec. 6 to:

Larkin Street Youth Services
Attn: Brittney Ison / Development
134 Golden Gate Ave.
San Francisco, Calif., 94102

Donations are accepted in person
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

