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ON THE COVER: On August 10, 2020, we came together with our community partners Supervisor Matt Haney, Code Tenderloin, St. Anthony’s, Tipping Point, 
Megablack SF with award-winning artist Malik Senefru to create a mural in San Francisco’s Tenderloin neighborhood. This mural states “Housing Black,” an explicit 
expression of our commitment to transforming systems for historically marginalized groups. Black youth represent nearly half of the youth we serve; we proudly 
house black!
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GET OUT THE VOTE 
USE YOUR POWER AND VOTE! 
Change happens when we use our voices collectively. Join 
Larkin Street in supporting measures A, B, and F, local 
ballot initiatives that allocate new resources to protect 
young people experiencing homeless.

PROP A - HEALTH AND HOMELESSNESS, PARKS, AND 
STREETS BOND
At a critical time for our city, when mental health issues, 
substance abuse, and unemployment are alarming high, 
Proposition A is the next step for recovery, especially for 
young people experiencing homelessness. 

COVID-19 has shined a light on our need to create more, 
housing options, expand behavioral health resources, the 
importance of safe, accessible, and equitable outdoor 
spaces and recreation opportunities.

Proposition A will:  
• Fund permanent supportive housing, shelter, and 

facilities to provide mental health and substance 
use treatment services.

• Fund park, playground and recreational center 
improvements in historically underserved areas 
of the City.

• Fund right-of-way repair, including street 
resurfacing, curb ramps, and street structures 
and plazas, making it safer and more accessible 
for people to move around the city.

• Create thousands of new jobs to help our 
economic recovery.

• NOT raise taxes.

A LETTER FROM 
OUR EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

“Ours is not the struggle of one day, 
one week, or one year. Ours is not the 
struggle of one judicial appointment 
or presidential term. Ours is the 
struggle of a lifetime, or maybe even 
many lifetimes, and each one of us in 
every generation must do our part.” 

— John Lewis

Can we be real for a minute? 

You and I both know San Francisco is facing 
some of the most significant challenges of our
lifetime. These threats have only become more 
exaggerated since the start of the pandemic.
Many folks—perhaps even you—are suffering. 

Yet, I remain hopeful because of our staff, 
volunteers, and supporters like you. 
Throughout it all, you have remained 
unwavering in your fight to help young people 
move past homelessness. 

Fortunately, Larkin Street has not experienced 
a COVID-19 outbreak at any of our housing 
sites. Because of your support, our public 
health measures have allowed us to maintain 
services safely, even expanding available 
housing by 20% since March!
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Larkin Street’s integrated model of care—
housing, healthcare, education, and 
employment—is needed now, more than ever. 
Not only is it proven effective in the fight 
against homelessness, but it is also the best 
strategy to ensure the health and wellness of 
our youth.

In the strongest terms, I want to stress to you 
that solving youth homelessness is still within
our reach. We know what gets results. More 
than 3 out of 4 young people who complete 
Larkin Street programs exit to stable housing, 
69% are employed and/or enrolled in post-
secondary education, and 78% have achieved 
physical and mental wellness. Please join us 
in continuing to work and advocate for young 
people experiencing homelessness within our 
communities. 

From the bottom of my heart, I thank you!

Sherilyn Adams
Executive Director
Larkin Street Youth Services

PROP C FUNDS UNLOCKED! 
The California Supreme Court declined a legal challenge to the 2018 ballot Proposition C. This ruling allows $492M dollars 
to flow into San Francisco’s homeless and housing services, with dedicated funds for youth. The 2018 ballot measure 
levied a tax upon any San Francisco business that earned more than $50 million in gross receipts. While this win is highly 
significant for young people experiencing homelessness, funding for education, employment, youth leadership and 
behavioral health, imperative to ending youth homelessness, is not included. Additionally, these dedicated funds would not 
cover housing for the entire population of youth experiencing homelessness, already significantly underfunded for decades.

PROP B - PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION, DEPARTMENT 
OF SANITATION AND STREETS, AND SANITATION AND 
STREETS COMMISSION
Under the San Francisco Charter, the current Department 
of Public Works will be split, and two new entities will 
be formed: a revamped Department of Public Works 
and a new Department of Sanitation. The Department 
of Sanitation will be responsible for street and sidewalk 
cleaning.  

Now more than ever, we need a dedicated focus on 
keeping our community healthy and sanitary. COVID-19 
has highlighted the neglect and unacceptable condition 
of our streets. With so many young people on the streets 
of San Francisco with no place to shelter, a “Yes” vote on 
Proposition B is imperative. It’s one way we can do our 
part to keep our community healthy.

PROP F - BUSINESS TAX OVERHAUL
Proposition F proposes to change the way “baseline funds” 
are increased or decreased. “Baseline Funds” are city 
funds for public transportation, parks, libraries, education 
and more. 

This measure will eliminate the payroll expense tax, 
increase gross receipts business tax rates for some 
businesses, and increase the number of small companies 
exempt from the business tax. The revenues will be used 
to obtain housing and other services for homeless people. 

IMPORTANT DATES AND DEADLINES
• Early in-person voting starts at San Francisco City Hall: 

October 5 through November 2 from 8 AM – 5 PM 
• Last day to register to vote: Monday, October 19 
• Election Day:  November 3, polls open 7 AM – 8 PM

P.S. Importantly, this election, please also make sure to vote for Propositions A, B, & F,
measures that ensure resources are allocated to prevent and end youth homelessness!
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Due to the restrictions with the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 Bay Area 
CFO of the Year Awards was cancelled. To show their support during this 
time, our sponsors highlighted our work to end youth homelessness in short 
videos posted to our social media channels.  

SUPPORT OUR FIRST EVER 
VIRTUAL MASK PARADE 

October 30  | Virtual 
 

Register today to raise funds as a team or 

individual and triple your impact! Every dollar 

contributed toward The Mask Parade, up to 

$25,000, will be matched twice. You have 

the option to walk, run, skip, hop, dance, 

strut or parade – just make sure you look 

fabulous and capture your awesomeness 

with a selfie! Then, share your selfie on 

social media. More details, including the 

celebration concert on Oct 30 featuring 

Cyndi Lauper, here.

2020 BAY AREA CFO 
OF THE YEAR AWARDS 
SPONSOR HIGHLIGHT

PERFORMING ARTS NIGHT 2020

Date TBD  | Virtual 
 

Please join us for our annual Performing Arts 

Night and watch talented young people from 

Larkin Street perform dance, spoken word, 

music and theater. More details coming to 

your inbox soon!

KPMG expressed their 
support of our bold 
goal to reduce youth 
homelessness by 50% in 
the next three years.

UPCOMING EVENTS

PwC showed their support of 
Larkin Street’s commitment 
to close opportunity gaps 
that prevent young people 
experiencing homelessenss 
from thriving.

Comerica discussed 
the importance of 
supporting those who 
don’t have stable 
homes especially 
during the pandemic.

Long-time supporter 
Union Bank 
highlighted our shared 
belief in empowering 
young people. 

Bank of America talked about 
their goal to support the power 
to end youth homelessness. 

At a time when there is a 
growing need for support, 
Marsh & McLennan Agency 
stressed the need to continue 
to give back and be there in 
the moments that matter.

Deloitte talked about the 
challenges facing young 
people experiencing 
homelessness  and the 
disparity with those in 
the minority and LGBTQ+ 
community.

Alaska Airlines shared 
their goals to uplift 
and empower young 
people experiencing 
homelessness.

MORE WAYS TO GET INVOLVED: 
Donate

Make a Gift of Stock 
Donate Cryptocurrency

Make a Gift through your Will
Hire an Intern



6

A LETTER FROM A 
LARKIN STREET ALUM

Empowered young people 
create a better society for all

From time to time, Larkin Street alumni 
reach out to us to let us know the impact our 
programs had on their lives. Melissa, who used 
our services in the ’80s, got in touch with 
us through email  recently and told us how 
our programs and staff helped to nurture her 
resiliency. 

I ran away from home when I was 15 and lived 
on the streets until I was 19 years old. 

My friends and I lived in an excavated hole in 
the ground near the Transamerica Pyramid in 
San Francisco back in the ’80s. We panhandled 
all day and if we were lucky, we’d get enough 
money for food.

One day, my friend told me about Larkin Street 
Youth Services. She said that I could get a 
meal voucher if I talked to a counselor in their 
drop-in center. I didn’t care or want to talk to a 
counselor, I just wanted the meal voucher. So 
for months, I’d go there everyday, sit with her 
for an hour, then grab my voucher and leave.

But my counselor was persistent. She talked 
to me everyday even when I wasn’t listening or 
responding. It felt like I was scamming them for 
the voucher but I was at a point in my life where 
I didn’t trust anybody – especially someone who 
had never experienced what I had gone through.

After months and months of meeting with her 
to get the voucher, I finally started listening 
to what she had to say and we developed a 
friendship. It was amazing to me that she still 
let me back in each day and accepted what little 
communication I had to offer. Even when I yelled 
at her, she never made me feel as if I was a 
waste of time. 
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Larkin Street was really important to me 
because it was one of the first times I took the 
risk to actually talk to someone. I learned there 
that I wasn’t beyond help.

When I was 18, I got my GED and then a year 
later, I got pregnant and left San Francisco. I 
always wanted to be a prosecutor but people 
told me that college wasn’t for me especially 
because I had to raise a kid at the same time. 
But after everything I’d been through, I wasn’t 
going to give up. 

I went to a women’s college. For whatever 
reason, I just needed to be around strong 
women and being there really helped build me 
up. When my son was 12, I went to law school. 

After law school, I spent 
eight years as a prosecutor. 
I defended victims of sex 
offenders and child abuse. 
Today, I run my own practice. 
I’ve definitely come full circle.

There’s nothing special about me. The one 
thing different about me is I had a couple of 
people including my Larkin Street counselor and 
professors, who were persistent, cared about 
me and believed that I deserved a better future 
even when I didn’t think I did. 

2060 FOLSOM STREET

Casa Adelante is set for move-in January 2021. The nine-
story building, located at 2060 Folsom Street, offers 127 
permanently affordable apartments. There are 30 beds 
set aside for young people of which, 7 are for pregnant or 
parenting youth through Larkin Street. This project was led 
by the Mission Economic Development Agency (MEDA) and 
Chinatown Community Development (Chinatown CDC) with 
funding from the Mayor’s Office of Housing and Community 
Development (MOHCD).

LARKIN STREET HOUSING EXPANSION
As the cost of living in the Bay Area continued to climb in the last few years, young 
people at Larkin Street cited housing affordability as the primary barrier to stable 
housing. As such, we have continued to identify housing sites and work with community 
partners to expand housing by 20%. This brings our total bed count to just over 500 
beds, including emergency housing and a Shelter-in-Place hotel. We plan to expand 
further through the close of this year adding additional emergency, transitional, and 
supportive housing options to ensure young people can come inside and begin to 
rebuild their lives.

LARK-INN

The Lark-Inn is set to reopen this month. Lark-Inn was 
historically the only shelter in the city exclusively for 
young people aged 18-24. It’s now being re-purposed 
into emergency housing with reduced capacity to ensure 
residents’ health and safety. This site will be designated 
for young people who are Covid-19 negative or status 
unknown. There is an isolation and quarantine space 
available if needed.

SITE #1

As of October 1, 2020 operations of Site #1, Shelter-in-
Place (SiP), were transferred fully to Larkin Street Youth 
Services and will remain open until June 30, 2021. Site #1 
was originally launched in April 2020 in partnership with 
the City of San Francisco. This site is available to up to 55 
young people ages 18 to 30 who are medically vulnerable 
to the virus. Since April 2020, Site #1 has housed 75 
young people, some have transitioned to permanent
supportive housing. 



For young people experiencing homelessness, access to basic needs 
can be challenging. This holiday season, you can help make sure that 
young people have what they need to reach their goals and dreams.

Larkin Street Youth Services
Attn: Brittney Ison / Development
134 Golden Gate Ave.
San Francisco, Calif., 94102

Donations are 
accepted in person 
by appointment only.

PLEASE BRING OR 
SHIP GIFTCARDS 
BY FRI, DEC. 4 TO:

HELP OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 
HAVE A HAPPY HOLIDAY

2020 HOLIDAY GIFTCARD DRIVE

GIFT CARDS
Amazon
Safeway
Target

Gift cards 
should be in 

increments of 

$25


