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ON THE COVER: Xander Moore, Larkin Street Press, reporting live from our 15th Annual Bay Area CFO of the Year Awards from the Hyatt Regency San Francisco on 
September 23, 2021.
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A LETTER FROM 
A LARkiN STREET 
BOARd MEMBER

Greetings,

As a proud Larkin Street Board of directors (BOd) 
Member for the past eight years, i am excited to share 
the continuing BOd work and progress to center the voice 
of the youth Larkin Street serves. it is both professionally 
satisfying and personally fulfilling to be the Chair of 
the Board Recruitment and Governance Committee to 
support visibility and transparency into the BOd’s work. 

As Chair, i am committed to being intentional about equity 
initiatives that diversify our board and its impact. As part 
of this work, the BOd created a task force partnership 
with Larkin Street’s Youth Advisory Board (YAB) to identify 
areas to improve. These recommendations include input 
from youth with lived experience, diversification within 
Larkin Street’s BOd, and improved communication 
between Larkin’s BOd and YAB.  

This partnership with YAB allowed us to hear directly 
from the youth, who fiercely advocate for themselves and 
their peers with ingenuity and vision  The BOd working 
group was honored to hear dynamic youth perspectives 
from the YAB. i am certainly proud to be in this advisory 
role, supporting the execution of Larkin Street’s five-
year strategic plan to eliminate the problem of youth 
homelessness.

Being from the East Coast and seeing firsthand the 
impact of housing insecurity, mental illness, and how 
they are connected to generational poverty and racism, 
i must say that Larkin Street’s vision and methods for 
eliminating homelessness are unmatched. Additionally, 
having benefited from employment programs like 
iNROAdS, (a national business internship program for 

multicultural students), starting at 17, it feels good to 
pay it forward by advocating for today’s youth leaders. 

My passion for Larkin Street is rooted in its long-standing 
and proven strategies for solving this pervasive problem 
and in its ability to truly see and meet the needs of San 
Francisco’s youth experiencing homelessness. Many 
thanks to Sherilyn for her leadership, as well as Larkin 
Street’s behavioral health teams, program leaders, 
executive team, and administrators who keep Larkin 
Street’s programs running smoothly through challenges 
and unforeseen changes. 

As we continue working towards these initiatives with 
YAB, i am committed to hearing the insights of young 
people. Using those insights to inform the perspective 
of our board, we actively and respectfully center youth 
voices, ideas, strategies, and recommendations 
because this is the only way we can eliminate youth 
homelessness for good. 

in support of our dynamic youth,

dan Cody
Larkin Street Board of directors Member
Chair of Board Recruitment and Governance Committee

Dan Cody

STATE FUNdS HiGHLiGHT ANd THANk YOU 
Huge thank you to youth allies, Senator Scott Wiener and Assemblymember Phil Ting, for their tremendous support 
in securing vital funds for young people experiencing homelessness. Senator Wiener championed the unprecedented 
homelessness infrastructure investments through Project Homekey, which includes for the first time a youth set-aside that 
will amount to a minimum of $209M over two years for new housing for youth. Assemblymember Ting was instrumental in 
securing $50M (a $30M increase from the original amount proposed) to expand housing and services for young people 
experiencing homelessness through The California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services.
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This year, our Larkin Street Academy (LSA) team is 
committed to serving our young people even more deeply 
while continuing to address ongoing needs.  

during the past year, LSA faced many challenges. The 
pandemic forced education programs to migrate online, 
making it harder to engage with students. Our team also 
identified a student loan crisis as many young people are 
having to choose between working and going to school. 
Among high school age youth, we saw an increase of young 
people who have dropped out of school and do not have a 
common, key factors that drive youth homelessness. 

These challenges motivated our LSA team to work 
even harder and find solutions. The team worked to 
improve best practices in the program by creating a LSA 
specific quarterly client satisfaction survey and providing 
specialized training in harm reduction for staff. Additionally, 

LARkiN STREET 
ACAdEMY UPdATES 

they have started focus groups with young people in order 
to discuss and gather feedback on online learning. A 
monthly newsletter helps the entire agency keep track of 
the team’s progress as well as challenges.

These changes are paying off! Our Employment Success 
Services program has placed 85 young people in jobs 
this year—that’s 85 young people making money on their 
own while also obtaining industry skills to build out their 
resumes. This month, our Learning Center will be hosting 
a class series that will help young people come away with 
an industry recognized certificate—the Google iT Support 
Professional Certificate. Currently, our Academic Support 
program is gearing up to help young people apply to 
colleges for Spring 2022! 

A huge thanks to our LSA team for their hard work and for 
your continuous support that makes this work possible. 

STAFF SPOTLiGHT: 
RUTH NUñEz, 
diViSiON diRECTOR OF 
YOUTH dEVELOPMENT

For nearly 23 years, Ruth Nuñez has dedicated her 
career to addressing disability rights, foster care youth, 
homelessness, and immigrants/refugees issues. Ruth first 
joined Larkin Street in 1999 as a Front desk Receptionist 
at our drop-in space and returned in April 2020, after 7 
years working in various social service agencies in the 
Bay Area. Ruth had the opportunity to utilize her platform 
as a 12 year USA National Team member of the Women’s 
Paralympic Wheelchair team. This background allowed 
her to create a non-profit with fellow University of illinois 
Urbana Champaign alumni. They traveled to emerging 

countries to deliver workshops on education, inclusion, 
and disability health topics. As a first-generation, Mexican-
American and a daughter of immigrants, Ruth’s path has 
been dedicated to those communities that she comes 
from. She has a passion to represent those who may not 
have a voice or platforms to be heard.
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BUiLdiNG TRUST iS kEY

Everyday a team of four from our Outreach program 
walks around the City to spot young people experiencing 
homelessness or at-risk of homelessness who need help. 
Our team typically looks for young people who frequently 
hang out on the streets with a backpack and who may 
not have clean clothes. Some young people experiencing 
homelessness might be better than others at hiding 
their circumstances, but our Outreach team is up for the 
challenge.

Rose Sargent, our Program Manager of Outreach and 
Haight Street Referral Center, who has also experienced 
homelessness in their youth, initiates engagement with 
young people by trying to get to know them and letting 
them know how to access services if they ever need help. 

“They need 
to know that 
you’re not 
just going to 
leave.”

While some young people readily accept help, others are 
reluctant. Many young people end up on the streets due 
to family conflict or adults in their lives failing to take care 
of them, which often results in young people not being 
trusting of adults. Fortunately, Rose’s team is prepared for 
cases like this.

“it’s about being available and repetitive. They need to 
know that you’re not just going to leave,” Rose says. “it’s 

Thanks to all your support our 15th annual CFO of 
the Year Awards was a great success! Guests helped 
us honor the Winners and Finalists for the 2021 CFO 
of the Year, including 2021 Hall of Fame – Lifetime 
Achievement Award Winner Mark Hawkins of Salesforce.

This year’s event was different from the previous years. 
in order to ensure our guests’ safety, we required proof 
of vaccinations as well as masks and even provided a 
livestream option for those who couldn’t come.

We are so grateful to our 250 guests for showing up 
— whether in-person or virtually — to celebrate bay 
Area cfos and raise over $500,000 for the work to 
end youth homelessness, a phenomenal result after an 
especially challenging year! Mark delivered a moving 
acceptance speech, as did the many winners who took 
home trophies that night. Our Youth Speaker, zemaye 
Jacobs, impressed the audience with her speech about 
living through a pandemic and graduating with dual 
degrees last May. Xander Moore, our Larkin Street 
Press, interviewed finalists during the reception, helping 
our livestream guests who couldn’t be there get to know 
the CFOs. Thank you to everyone who joined us for 
another spectacular celebration of Bay Area CFOs. 

September 23, 2021

From top: Board Member Adam Moise, Executive director Sherilyn 
Adams, Chuck Byce, Honorary Board Member Laura Powell, and 
Board Chair Suzi Alexander. Youth Speaker zemaye Jacobs. Lifetime 
Achievement Award Winner Mark Hawkins and 2017 Lifetime 
Achievement Award Winner Robin Washington.

title SponSorS

Mobile GivinG SponSor lifetiMe SponSor reception SponSorS AluMni tAble SponSor

plAtinuM SponSorS Gold SponSor

Adobe 
Airbnb 

The Capital Group Companies

Silver SponSorS

California Academy of Sciences 
Willis & Peggy Newton

Power integrations
Reineva 

Vir Biotechnology
zynga

bronze SponSorS

ALOM Technologies Corporation
Art & Barbara Fatum

Richard kerzic & Jennifer Beck 
Terry & Suzan kramer

Omnicell
Laura Powell & Chuck Byce

Mary M. Prchal
Alex & Emily Smith
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also about being transparent and letting them know right 
away what we can and can’t do for them.”

Our Outreach team works tirelessly to build trust with 
young people who are hesitant to access services by 
having regular conversations with them, as well as 
providing mobile case management, and hygiene kits. 
Those who are ready to accept help are referred to our 
programs as well as to other resources throughout San 
Francisco. 

“When approaching young people on the streets, it’s 
important for us to get to know the person first rather than 
focusing on their problems. We talk to them just like we 
talk to anyone else who we might come across,” Rose said. 

The pandemic didn’t slow down our Outreach team. The 
team spread word around San Francisco about our free 
vaccination site. Additionally, and while taking precautions, 
they continued to do outreach, kept our drop-in center 
open, and even helped place young people in the Shelter-
in-Place (SiP) hotel we set up with the city. Many thanks to 
our dedicated team of outreach experts!

how you can make a difference: 
“Approach those experiencing 
homelessness with shared 
humanity and dignity. Get 
to know the person not the 
problem. Continue to support 
nonprofits and those working on 
the ground.”



For young people experiencing homelessness, access to basic needs and 
food during the pandemic has been challenging. This holiday season, you 
can help make sure that young people have what they need to flourish.

Larkin Street Youth Services
Attn: Emily dean / development
134 Golden Gate Ave.
San Francisco, Calif., 94102

donations are 
accepted in person 
by appointment only.

pleASe brinG or 
Ship GiftcArdS 
bY fri, dec. 3 to:

HELP YOUNG PEOPLE 
EXPERiENCiNG HOMELESSNESS 

HAVE A HAPPY HOLidAY

2021 holidAY GiftcArd drive

Gift cArdS
Amazon
Safeway
Target

Gift cards 
should be in 

increments of 

$25
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Paving the Way Gala & Premiere
April 29, 2021

Thanks to our supporters, we exceeded our fundraising goals for the 
19th annual (virtual) benefit, Paving the Way Gala & Film Premiere, 
which raised crucial funds for housing, education, job assistance, 
and medical programs for young people.

At the virtual gala, we were thrilled to premiere Paving a New 
Way, a powerful documentary directed by filmmaker Natasha 
Florentino for Larkin Street Youth Services. This film showcased the 
resiliency and perseverance of three young people - Attakai Yazzie, 
darlington ikwuemesibe, and Leilani 
Sabugo-- who have experienced 
homelessness in San Francisco. 

______________________________________________________

Corporate Leadership Roundtable
June 2, 2021

Our first ever virtual Corporate Leadership Roundtable was a huge 
success!

More than 80 professionals pulled up a seat at the virtual table to 
discuss the future of work with some of the Bay Area’s top corporate 
leaders.

Panelists Robin Washington, Alicia John-Baptiste and Jim Green 
boldly lead the conversation, while Larkin Street Alum Christopher 
Black skillfully moderated, and YOUR thoughtful contribution to 
dynamic discussion groups provided crucially valuable insights. 

______________________________________________________

Youth Advisory Board Graduation
SepteMber 9, 2021

Our Youth Advisory Board is a leadership and advocacy board 
comprised of Larkin Street youth dedicated to community organizing 
and advocacy on behalf of young people experiencing homelessness. 
These youth leaders become peer representatives after a rigorous 
application and interview process that selects up to 12 young people 
in each 6-month cohort.

This YAB cohort advocacy led to $4M being added to the City 
budget to extend, restore, or build new programs for young people 
experiencing homelessness. We held a special virtual ceremony 
celebrating their tremendous accomplishments.
 

WAtch the filM

https://vimeo.com/600442123


134 Golden Gate Ave
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 673-0911

larkinstreetyouth.org

BoARd of diReCtoRs

boArd officerS
Susan k. Alexander, Chair 
Eric Roos, Vice-Chair
Adam Moise, Secretary
d Valentine, Treasurer 
Cecily Cameron, At-Large
daniel A. Cody, At-Large 
Blake Grossman, At-Large 
John Hicks, At-Large
Sherilyn Adams, Executive director

boArd MeMberS
Jeremy Avenier 
Fiona Barnett
Siri Berg 
Jennifer Brahm
Marcie Elias 
Conor Famulener 
Catherine Foo 
Anne Hoecker
Tim Horn 

Eric Johnson
Richard kerzic 
Patrick kiss 
Natalie Hatvany kitchen 
Michael Matlock 
Willis Newton Jr. 
Bambo Obaro 
Sally Shapiro 
John Viola

UPCominG events

20th AnnuAl pAvinG the WAY
location: tbd | May 2022

Let young people’s achievements inspire you 
at our next Paving the Way Gala! Look for more 
information coming soon. 

LeGACY GivinG

if you are looking to leave a legacy 
which ensures no young person 
experiences homelessness, there are 
many ways to get involved, though most 
often, it’s through a bequest in a will. 
Whether you’d like to put your donation to 
work today or benefit young people after your 
lifetime, we can help with arrangements that 
let you provide for your family and support 
Larkin Street. For more detailed information, 

please contact larkin Street chief 
development officer, Gayle roberts 
at groberts@larkinstreetyouth.org.

https://larkinstreetyouth.org/
mailto:groberts@larkinstreetyouth.org

