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ON THE COVER: Larkin Street young people, Jamal (left) and Terrell (right), pose for a photo after voting with staff members on Election Day, November 3, 2020. 
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In September 2020, the California Coalition for 
Youth surveyed unaccompanied youth across the 
State to find out how the COVID-19 pandemic 
had impacted their lives. 

A LETTER FROM 
OUR EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

Dear friends,

The first blooms of Spring have arrived, and 
with them, our hopes for positive change and a 
renewed spirit of optimism so sorely needed in 
our community.

This sense of optimism is tempered by 
last year’s grueling toll, most especially on 
those we serve who are disproportionately 
youth of color and/or LGBTQ+. With you, our 
community, we acknowledge and mourn the 
loss of precious lives, jobs, independence, 
connection, and financial stability.

We look forward to reconnecting in person 
soon, but the road to full recovery is going to 
be very challenging. Our clients do much of the 
heavy lifting themselves, but during this crucial 
period, they will need support regarding the 
end of the eviction moratorium, disconnection 
from education, lost employment, and an 
increased need for mental health services.

To illustrate the challenges still faced by our 
clients, a recent study showed that 32% of 
youth respondents had slept in three or more 
different locations over the past week. Not 
only does it make this population more difficult 
to reach, this cohort then becomes more likely 
to contract and spread the coronavirus and 
less likely to receive vaccination.
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Our ability to provide crucial services has 
been strained this past year, for all the 
reasons splashed across the newspaper 
headlines each day. Resources once available 
to this vulnerable population, like emergency 
shelters, have been closed or had additional 
barriers hindering accessibility for many. This 
has resulted in more young people without a 
safe place to shelter.

You know that at Larkin Street, we don’t stop 
at providing safe, nightly shelter for youth. With 
your support, our wraparound model provides 
clients with education, employment, nutrition, 
and health care. And we know our model 
works: Three out of four youth who complete 
our program enter stable housing. They work 
hard. They grow. They succeed. Our community 
thrives.

While we have seen a very real increase in 
need this past year, I am confident that with 
all of us working together, we can continue to 
lift up the voices and needs of young people. 
The future of our community lies in them. And I 
know they will continue to amaze us every day.

Sherilyn Adams
Executive Director
Larkin Street Youth Services

NEWS UPDATE 

Additional funding needed for youth experiencing 
homelessness 
It remains imperative during this recovery period to 
invest in prevention, employment, emergency services, 
housing options, and behavioral health for young people 
experiencing homelessness. At Larkin Street, our Youth 
Advisory Board (YAB) is leading the call for advocacy efforts 
on these issues that impact their lives. 

Please get ready to help us ensure young people have the 
resources needed to thrive!

Youth homelessness and violence: 
recommendations to change the system
In a study we conducted in 2020 in coordination with 
UCSF, UC Berkeley and youth researchers, it was noted 
that young people often encounter violence, disrespect 
and unfair treatment while seeking safe shelter and 

RISING UP RECEIVES GENEROUS GIFT TO 
COMBAT YOUTH HOMELESSNESS
In December, Airbnb co-founder Joe Gebbia committed to donating $12.5 million to combat youth homelessness in 
San Francisco and the Bay Area. The funds will be allocated over five years to Rising Up, a coalition of five non-profit 
organizations in SF, which includes Larkin Street. Larkin Street serves as the anchor institution and is dedicated to 
ensuring its success.

TOP THREE LOCATIONS YOUTH 
SLEPT DURING THE LAST WEEK:

CAR (58%) TENT (41%) OUTDOORS(40%)

CALL TO ACTION: Any investment in communities

impacted by the pandemic should include specific, 

youth-focused support. At least 25% of State funds 
directed toward homelessness should be earmarked 
for youth-specific services and supports.

IMPACT OF COVID ON YOUTH 
EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS

NEEDS: COVID-19 has exacerbated the fight for young 
people to access even their most basic needs. More 
than 65% of youth indicated they were in need of more 
than five resources during the pandemic. Employment 
was the #1 needed resource.

resources. Research found young people need youth-specific 
housing options that are located in safe areas of the city 
during times when they are needed, as well as places where 
they can build stable connections to people and services, 
transparency around decision-making processes, and 
decriminalization of homelessness.  

Bill introduced to support new housing for youth
Senator Scott Weiner introduced a bill, SB 234, known as 
the SUPPORT Act, that would fund $100 million dedicated 
to new housing for youth! Stay tuned for opportunities to 
support this exciting legislation as it makes its way through 
the legislative process at the State Capitol.

SB 234 establishes a forgivable loan program to create new 
housing for youth (ages 16-26) who are currently or have 
been in foster care, are experiencing homelessness, or 
under probation supervision. A portion of the funds would 
be specifically targeted to youth in foster care (ages 18-21). 
The loans could be used for pre-development costs, site 
acquisition, architectural and design costs, and construction 
or refurbishment of sites.

of youth had three 
or more different 
sleeping locations 
in the last week 
because they 
could not stay in 
their home or did 
not have a home.

32%
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TEEN FINDS MENTAL 
HEALTH SUPPORT, 
WEB DESIGN JOB 
AMID PANDEMIC

“Start with your mind,” Mariah said when 
asked how she stays optimistic. 

Ambitious, unflappable, and determined are three words 
that best describe 19-year old Mariah, who has been with 
Larkin Street for almost two years.

Mariah moved to San Francisco on her own from Georgia 
when she was 17 years old in hopes of finding better 
mental health resources and breaking away from family 
members whose views on mental health only made her feel 
worse.

In late 2019, Mariah moved into one of our emergency 
shelters, and after a five-month stay, she moved into one 
of our transitional living programs, where she quarantined 
during the pandemic. Even though the pandemic 
restrictions brought challenges, Mariah chose to focus 
on seeking opportunities. She took advantage of services 
within our housing program, such as self-help groups, 
financial management, art workshops, and Youth Force. 

Through self-help groups, she learned to take care of her 
physical and mental health with yoga and art. Through 
Youth Force, she’s learning how to brand and promote her 
art.

Even though she still prioritizes her mental health, Mariah 
stopped therapy once she realized that she was in a much 
better mindset to pursue her dreams. During the pandemic, 
she finished a web design internship at Matter of Trust, 
where she ended up being hired full-time. Today, she’s 

“I have this vision of where I want to be and I’m working 
towards it. I don’t ever let failure put me down,” Mariah said. 
“Sometimes, it’s easy to feel stuck, and when that happens, 
you just need to restart your mindset.”

WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! 
Thank you pandemic volunteers and community members

Volunteering has looked very different this past year, but our community has shown up in ways we could not 
have imagined. We celebrate all of you who have given funds, resources, skills, and your hearts during this 
time. We continued to provide life-saving resources because of you. 

working from home helping web designers with projects 
while also planning her next move once the pandemic 
restrictions are lifted. She hopes to go to college and 
major in computer science. 

“I have this vision of where I want to be, and I’m working 
towards it. I don’t ever let failure put me down,” Mariah 
said. “Sometimes, it’s easy to feel stuck, and when that 
happens, you just need to restart your mindset.”

We want to especially thank:

• The Food Program team at Airbnb has long volunteered at our drop-in space providing both meals and in-
person food service. Last November, they generously dedicated funds to support young people during the 
holidays and will provide a recorded training for young people interested in Hospitality careers. 

• Hundreds of Google employees showed up in a big way and donated as part of Google Giving Week. 

• ZS hosted an educational panel about Larkin Street and the impact of COVID on black and brown 
communities and donated many items distributed at our Winter Festival. 

• BlackRock employees, BlackRock Systematic (BSYS) and OUT & Allies hosted a fun-filled holiday party 
where they not only donated essential supplies for our Harvest Festival, but created thoughtful cards for 
young people. 

• Postmates joined forces with Salesforce, Okta, Flexport, Ideo, Zendesk, Pledge 1%, and others to host 
an information session, card-making, and assembly kit event (see image of Zoom party below).

• These individual All-Stars creatively supported Larkin Street through fundraising campaigns, lending their 
skills, baking cookies, purchasing holiday gifts, and revamping our garden space. A special thank you for 
making the holidays and every day a bit brighter for the youth we serve. 

• Roy Francies
• Vince Hoenigman, Honorary Board Member
• Greg Kieber

• Lily Lee
• Jillian Sickler
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Mask Parade
OCTOBER 1 - 30, 2020

Our inaugural virtual Mask Parade 
was a success thanks to our 
supporters who fundraised for us, 
both as a team and as individuals. 
Our festive communal celebration 
featured young people, a costume 
contest, and the one and only Cyndi 
Lauper. We ended the month with 
a total of $75,000 raised for young 
people experiencing homelessness. 

_______________________________

Harvest and Winter 
Festivals
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020

Masked and physically-distanced, 
we were grateful to have spent the 
holiday season with young people! 
Both our Harvest and Winter 
celebrations, which took place 
on Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
started with a light breakfast, a hot 
holiday lunch to-go, gifts and music. 
Thanks to our staff for making sure 
young people had a great holiday 
and Zuni Cafe for donating hot 
meals for our Harvest Festival. 

_______________________________

Performing Arts Night
FEBRUARY 4, 2021

“A brilliant shining light during this 
dark time” was how one audience 
member described the show. As a 
virtual showcase, talented youth 
artists shared their inspiration, 
what art means to them, and their 
incredible artwork to more than 150 
audience members. Special thanks 
to the fabulous Art Program Team, 
community partners, and donors 
who made this evening possible. 

This year our annual benefit — taking 
place virtually on Thursday, April 29, 
2021 — will feature the premiere 
of a new documentary about three 
extraordinary young people who 
have experienced homelessness and 
how they overcame adversity.

THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 2021, 6:00 PM 

Paving theWay

PREMIER PRODUCERS

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS

Mary V. Lester Sharon & Craig McCollamAnonymous

Join us from home for this incredible and inspiring film premiere!

Tickets + funding opportunities available at 
larkinstreetyouth.org/2021pavingtheway

Natasha Florentino, a local documentary filmmaker, will 
follow three Larkin Street program participants as they 
navigate this uncertain world and show what it’s like to be 
young and unhoused. 

Funds from this event provide critical support - housing, 
education, job assistance, and medical programs - for 
young people ages 12-24 experiencing or at-risk of 
homelessness in San Francisco. 

Sponsors as of 3/15/21
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UPCOMING EVENTS

BAY AREA CFO OF THE YEAR AWARDS
Hyatt Regency San Francisco
Thursday, September 23, 2021

We have added a new networking event, the Corporate 
Leadership Roundtable, to announce the 2021 Finalists 
in June, and have moved our annual Bay Area CFO of the 
Year Awards to September. Please join us in recognizing 
the Finalists and announcing the Winners at the Hyatt 
Regency San Francisco this fall. In partnership with 
the San Francisco Business Times, this event attracts 
hundreds of Bay Area financial and business leaders, 
the annual event has raised more than $6 million for our 
work to end youth homelessness.
 
Visit cfoawards.org for more information.

PAVING THE WAY
Virtual | Thursday, April 29, 2021
Details on page 6.

THE CORPORATE LEADERSHIP ROUNDTABLE
Virtual | Thursday, June 3, 2021

LEGACY GIVING

If you are looking to leave a legacy 
which ensures no young person 
experiences homelessness, there are 
many ways to get involved, though 
most often, it’s through a bequest in 
a will. Whether you’d like to put your 
donation to work today or benefit young 
people after your lifetime, we can help 
with arrangements that let you provide 
for your family and support Larkin 
Street. For more detailed information, 
please contact Larkin Street Chief 
Development Officer, Gayle Roberts at 
groberts@larkinstreetyouth.org.

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT

Want to double your impact? This spring we have 
a generous match from LinkedIn/Microsoft. All 
donations up to $50,000 will be matched from 
May 1, 2021 until June 30, 2021. 


